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be carried back to prison and inhumanly tortured.    He was stretched on
a sort of rack;  burning torches were applied to his sides and to the most
sensible parts of his body;   he was burnt at a slow fire and tormented
other ways.    Under his tortures he pronounced no other words but the
sacred names of Jesus and Mary, and when loosened from the rack was
left half dead.   Our Lord visited his servant in this abandoned condition
and filled his soul with the most sweet consolations.    In the meantime
the empress was informed, and by her prayers, tears, and importunities
obtained of Wenceslas the enlargement of the servant of God. He there-
fore appeared again at court, but like a persecuted saint, full of joy and
courage, showing by his countenance that he regarded his sufferings as
the favours of heaven.   Notwithstanding the present good humour of the
prince, he prepared himself for death;   and as if to take leave and to
supply by extraordinary labour the shortness of his time, he began to
preach with greater zeal than ever.   In one of these sermons, on that text,
" A little while and you shall not see me," he often repeated, " I have
now but little time to speak to you ";   and in the close of his discourse
clearly foretold, in a prophetic rapture and shedding abundance of tears,
the evils which were shortly to fall on the church of Bohemia, literally
verified in the Hussite tumults and civil wars.   Coming out of the pulpit,
having taken the last leave of his auditory, he begged pardon of the canons
and clergy for the bad example which he humbly accused himself to have
given them.   From that day he gave himself up totally to those exercises
which were a more immediate preparation of his own soul for eternity;
in which, to obtain the protection of the glorious mother of God, he visited
her image at Buntzel, which had been placed there by the apostles of the
Sclavonians, SS. Cyril and Methodius, and is a place of great devotion
among the Bohemians.    He was returning home in the evening, after
having poured forth his soul in most fervent prayer in that holy place,
when the emperor, looking out of a window of his palace, saw him pass
alone in the streets of Prague.   The sight of the holy man renewed his
indignation and sacrilegious curiosity, and ordering him to be immediately
brought in to him, he fiercely bade him choose either to reveal the confessions
of the empress or to die.   The saint made no answer, but by his silence
and the steadiness of his countenance gave him sufficiently to understand
that he was not to be moved, and by bowing his head expressed his readiness
to die.   At which the emperor cried out in his fury, " Take away this man,
and throw him into the river as soon as it shall be dark, that his execution
may not be known by the people,"   The barbarous order was executed,
and after some hours, which the martyr employed in preparing himself
for his sacrifice, he was thrown ofF the bridge which joins the Great and
Little Prague into the river Muldaw, with his hands and feet tied, on the
vigil of the Ascension, the i6th of May 1383.   The martyr was no sooner